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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Between October and November, a sizable increase in employment at Bath Iron Works (BTW), coupled with 
increases in federal and local government employment, offset seasonal 1 osses in construction, eating and 
drinking establishments, and hotels and other lodgi ng places. This prevented the traditional signifi-
cant increase in the unemployment rate from takin g place in November. The rise in employment at BIW was 
rlue to t he need for additional workers to bui l d si x Aegis class destroyers. Manufacturing employment in 
the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Are a (LMA) has nearl y re t urned to the 'level it held in lJanuary of this 
year, des pite the shutdowns of He alth-tex 5 Inc. and Pejepscot Paper. Further improvement is expected 
with the ddditional hirings anticipated at BIW and the reopening of Pejepscot Paper scheduled for 
Ja nuary 1988. The unemploynf11t rate for November in the Bath-Brunswick LMA was 2.9 percent, up slightly 
from 2.7 percent in Octob~r. The local un empl oyment rat e last November was 2 .. 1 percent.. The statewide 
unempl oyment rate rose to 3.5 percent in Novembe r f r om 2.9 percent in October, while the national rate 
f e 11 from 5. 7 percent to 5. 6 percent. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Resident employment in the Biddeford Labor Marke t Ar ea (LMA) decreased slightly from 26,930 to 26,530 
between October and November. The number unemployed also dropped during the period frorn 730 to 620. 
The resulting unemployment rate was 2.3 percent, down fr0r.1 the October rate of 2.7 percent. The unerri-
ployment rate for last November was 4.4 percento The current Biddeford LMA rate continues to be lower 
than both the state and national rates of 3.5 pe rcent and 5.6 percent, respectively. Nonnal seasonal 
job losses between October and November in co nstru ct ion and recreational services were the primary 
causes of the employment decline. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Lew·iston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area {MSA) increased from 306 per-
cent in October to 4.1 percent in November o The number of loc al residents employed was 40,200 in Novem-
ber, down from 40,4.QO in October, while the number of unemployed increased from 1,500 to 1,70(). Last 
November, the local unemployment rate was 5.7 percen t , with resident employment of 38,200 and unemploy-
ment at 2,300. The State's unemployment rate for thi s November was 3.5 percent, up frcm 2.9 percent in 
October. The national rate fell from 5.7 pe rcent i n October to 5.6 percent in November. In the local 
area, over-the-month employment increases in retail sales and health, legal, social and miscellaneous 
services largely offset decreases in lumber and wood products and shoes and sea sonal declines in con 
struction. The Lewiston-Auburn MSA will gain a new publishing business when the Oingley Press moves its 
operation from Freeport to Lisbon in t he near f uture . Reasons cited for the move to Lisbon include a 
lack of space at its current loca tion and a li mited supply of labor in Freeport. Construction of the 
f ac ility i s slated to begin in the spring of 198 8; t he plant should be on line in 1989. Over 150 people 
will be emp loyed at the new facility. Most of the employees are expected to trans;"r from the Freeport 
plant. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Resident employment in the Portland Metropolitan Stati s t i cal Area (MSA) dropped from 127,300 to 126,300 
between October and November. Unemployment increased slightly during the period from 2,300 to 2,400. 
The res ulting unemployment rate for November was L9 percent, up one-tenth of a point from October. The 
unemployment rate l ast Novembe r wa s 2. 7 percen t. The current rate for the Portland MSA continues to com-
pare favorably with both the sta t e and nat io nal rates of 3.5 percent and 5.n percent, respectively. 
Alt hough continued overall s trength in both manufa cturing and nonmanufacturing industries lessened the 
i mpact, the downturn in employment was due to normal seasonal job losses in construction and services. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Marke t Area (L MA) rose from 3.6 percent in October to 3.R per-
cent in November. Resident employment decl i ned in November,· with 8,410 employed ,. ompared with 8,500 in 
October. The number unemployed i nc reased fr om 320 i n October to 330 in November. The State and 
nat ional unemployment rates for November were 3. 5 percent and 5.6 percent, respectively. 
Recently , several manufacturers in t he area ann ounced layoffs and/or plant shutdown s to occur in the 
near fu ture . As reported i n la st month1 s Empl oyment Situation, Di arnond Brands, Inc. will layoff up to 
148 workers by May 19880 Additionally, Han over Dowel of Bethel and Seagrave Leather Corp .. of East 
Wi lton announced plant clos ures that will take place by the end of the year, affecting a total of 
approxi mately 80 employees. Import competition and distance from markets have been the major reasons 
cited for these announcements. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Waterville Labor Marke t Ar ea increased from 2.7 percent in October to 3.6 
percen t i n November. The rise in the unempl oyment rat e wa s doo largely to the increase in the unempl oy-
me nt level, which advanced from 620 in October t o 850 in November. Resident employment in November 
actually increased slightly to 22 ~70 0. The Sta t e and national unemployment rates for November stood at 
3.5 percent and 5. 6 percent, res pectively. The cu r ren t unemployment rate in the local area remained 
well below the rate of 4.8 percent r ecord ed a yea r ago. At that time 21,920 local residents were 
emp l oyed , and the unemploymen t level s t ood at 1,1 10 . 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES JJ 
LABOR FORCE~ RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
AREAS 
Nov. 87 Oct. 87 Nov. 86 Nov. 87 Oct. 87 Nov. 86 Nov. 87 Oct. 87 Mnv 86 Un, A7 fir+ A7 
MAINE-Statewide . ., ... . 601.4 610 .3 563.8 580.4 592.7 539.2 21.0 17.6 24.6 3.5 2.9 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS ca 
Bangor MSA . . . ... '••' • :If • • I 43,200 4 3 ,400 41,000 42 ,000 42 ,100 39, 100 1,200 1,300 1,900 2.8 3.0 
Lewl1ton-Auburn MSA . . . . , . . . 41, 900 41,900 40,500 40,200 40,400 38,200 1,700 1,500 2,300 4.1 3.6 
PortlendMSA . . .... , . -~- ·, . ~. 128 ,700 129 ,600 120,600 126 ,300 127,300 117 ,900 2,400 2,300 2,700 1.9 1.8 
Port1mouth·Dover· a 
Rochester MSA _3J ..... . ·. ~-. 131,700 134 , 50~) 126,500 129,400 132,400 123,600 2,300 2 ,100 2,900 1. 7 1.6 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Auguste . .. . . .... .. . . . .. ,.. ... .. 33,710 1 3 ,950 31,810 32,590 32,960 30,500 1,120 990 1,310 3.3 2.9 
Bath-Brunswick . .. . D •.• . • . • 28,920 29,240 25,650 28 ,080 28,450 25 ,110 840 790 540 2.9 2.7 
Belfast. •• •••• • • • · . .. .. ..... . . ::J 10 ,880 11,480 10 ,490 10 ,310 11,000 9,780 570 480 710 5.2 4.2 
Biddeford ... . . . . . .. .• 27,150 27,660 24,970 26,530 26,930 23 ,810 620 730 1,160 2.3 2.6 
Boothbay Harbor.Wlscunt . . .. ~ 13, 180 14 ,510 11,800 12,660 14 ,260 11,310 520 250 490 3.9 1.7 
Celals·Eestport , . . 14,290 14,020 13,320 13,240 13,080 12,320 1,050 940 1,000 7.3 6.7 
Caribou-Presque Isle .. . ~· . .. . . i:,, 23 ,210 23 ,430 21,110 21,540 22 ,130 19,530 1,670 1,300 1,580 7.2 5.5 
Central Penobscot . .. ... ,.,,, .. . . . 2,880 2,820 2,650 2,760 2,740 2,500 120 80 150 4.2 2.8 
Dover-Foxcroft . .. • . . . .. . . 6,690 6,560 6,730 6,390 6,320 6,300 300 240 430 4.5 3.7 
Ellsworth . 
. . . · · - · · · . 
-
. . 
23,290 24,950 21,280 21,940 24,380 20,220 1,350 570 1, 060 5.8 2.3 
Farmington . 
' t"II ' •• ·· 1· · 12, 270 12,170 ll ,940 11,670 11,630 11,250 600 540 690 4.9 4.4 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . · I!' · · rn · ~ " . . 5,820 5,900 5,330 5,480 5,680 4,990 340 220 340 5.8 3.7 
Oreanvllle 1 ,310 1,310 1,230 l ,250 1,260 l, 160 60 50 70 4. 6 3.8 
Houlton 6, l?O 6,100 5,710 5,/60 5,910 5,400 360 190 310 5. 9 3 . 1 
Kittery-York 3/ . 
· 1:' ·, c:1 •. 30,300 30,920 28,240 29,970 30,680 27, 900 330 240 340 1.1 0.8 
Llncoln·Howland . . . .. ~. · Ill! · . , . . 5,330 5,260 5,280 5,120 5,080 5,000 210 180 280 3.9 3.4 
Livermore Falls . 4,670 4,760 4,550 4,320 4 ,510 4,240 350 250 310 7.5 5.3 
Madawask11.Van Buren . 3,740 4,020 3,640 3,460 3,670 3,280 280 350 360 7. 5 8.7 
Mllllnocket·Elllt Mllllnocket ... . " 4,240 4,360 4,320 4,070 4,110 4,030 170 250 290 4.0 5.7 
Norway-Paris . . . . ,, . . .. ... . . ... . 12,110 12,270 11, 3 20 11,710 11, 900 10,670 400 370 650 3.3 3.0 
Patten-lsllind Falls . . · 'II . 2,460 2,530 2 ,480 2 ,340 2 ,400 2,290 120 130 190 4.9 5.1 
Rockland . . • • • !'I . ~ · • • ~ -. 18 ,700 19,070 16,510 18, 190 18 ,690 15,840 510 380 670 2.7 2.0 
Rumford . . 
. . . • . . • • . l . .. . . . 8,740 8, 820 8,120 8,410 8,500 7,460 330 320 660 3.8 3.6 
Sanford . . . ' . . L6 ,740 16,900 15 ,430 16,260 16,530 14,790 480 370 640 2.9 2.2 
Sebago Lnkn Region .. 12,460 13,830 11,320 12,160 13,570 11,000 300 260 320 2.4 1.9 
Skowhegan .. . . . . . . . . .. ".. . . , . 24,440 24,690 22,920 23,270 23,750 21,580 1,170 940 1,340 4.8 3.8 
Southw&11t Penobscot . . . 10,500 10,590 10 ,570 9,860 10 ,060 9,820 640 530 750 6.1 5.0 
Watervllle ' . 23,550 23,300 23,030 22, 700 22,680 21,920 850 620 1,110 3.6 2.7 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES m 
Connecticut .. .... .. n/a 1,795.8 1,768.1 n/a 1,743.7 1,710.1 n/a 52.1 58.0 n/a 2.9 
Ma111achusetts .. .. .. . . 3 ,085 .o 3,097.0 3 ,051.3 3,013.0 3,014.0 2,939.9 72.0 84.0 111.4 2.3 2.7 
New Hampshire . . 8 ~ , . 591.3 597.9 567 .4 578.0 585.4 553.5 13.3 12.5 13.9 2.2 2,1 
Rhode lslnnd . . . . .. c . 530.4 524.7 519.6 514.0 509.2 502.2 16.4 15.5 17.4 3.1 3.0 
Vermont ... . . , , , , ' , ' ! -~ :I • 297 .o 301.8 296.8 286.8 291.1 283.5 10.2 10.7 13.3 3.4 3.5 
NEW ENGLAND STATES . . .. . , n/a 6 ,928.5 6,767.0 n/ a 6,736.1 6,528.4 n/a 192.4 238.6 n/a 2.8 
UNITfD STATES 4/ . 120,611 120 .744 118,623 113,809 113,898 110,751 6,802 6,845 7 ,872 5.6 5.7 
M'.;A Mr1fr11pollt1111 ~i1nllrill, 111 Arn11 
Nole: 11/a !01111 , 1111111 lhnl lhn 1,d,,(11111th1n wnn 1i,,1 iw:ill :1hln ot lhn llmo ol prlnlluo Employmont and unomploymm11 may no! Add lo labor force due to rounding , 
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Footnote• 
JJ l11tu1, lo11a1, 01111,l11yr1uml , 11n1l 11ru1t11pl11ymnr,I dnlu .for nll orons not ~oaRoriolly ac1JuBJnr1 EstlrnalnR mar1o lndA~ondonlly for noch lobor market a rea have boen,bonchmarkcd to and 
mdrnpotntnd h1,m ""' Lt1r1n111 l\1p11r111lr1n : inrvoy onllmnlnA for Hrn AIAIA All rlnl11 Acf ftrntod lo pl'Hc.n 1Jf rn~ldonr:o basis E:xclu,1e!I momhors of the Armed Forr.es . 
.'l) (.,urrnnt nm! 1;1•11 month f !u1irmt prollmlnury . yoRJ OCJO flguron revlsod, 
;Ji KillnrvYork Is tho P.lght town MAlne porllon of the ~rtsmbufh ·Dover-Rochesfer MSA which Includes towns In bo1h Maine and New Hampshire. 
jj NatJonal ostlm::1tcs baslld on a samplo of household visits ; state estimates based on enlargements of employment figures reported. /Abo, Ma,ket lnfom,at;on Se,ekes ]JD 
I HFSf' OATA An E.,OfVELOPEO BY lHE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPL!lYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
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EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 
. . ·· . .. ~ - SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTEO MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Augusta Labor Market Area increased from 2.9 percent in· October to 3.1 percent in 
November. Seasonal employment losses in construction and services were largely responsible for the over-the-nnnth 
decline in resident employment from 32,960 to 32,590. The local rate for November compared favorably with the state-
wide rate of 3.5 µercent and remained well below the national rate of 5.6 percent. A year ago the area's unempl oy-
ment rate was 4.1 percent. At that time, 30,500 local residents were employed, while 1,310 were unemployed. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
r-
-ex, 
::0 
:t> 
A decrease in the number of unemployed helped lower the unenployment rate in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical ::::0 
Area (MSA) from 3.0 µercent in October to 2.8 percent in November. The number of unemployed decreased by 100 to -< 
1,200, while resident e1:1ployment also declined .by 100 to 42,000. A year ago, 1,900 residents were unemployed and C::: 
the unemployment rate stood at 4.6 percent. Corresponding state and national unemployment rates for this November(/) 
were 3.5 percent anrl ~.G percent, respectively. Manufacturing employment declined slightly in November, with employ-
ment gains in transportation equipment and leather and leather products being more than offset by losses in petro-
leum and coal products and lumber and wood products. Nonmanufacturing employment decreased slightly, with losses in 
contract construction, transportation and public utilities, nondomestic services, and local government outweighing 
seasonal gains in wholesale·and retail trade. 
Ongoing major construction projects in the Bangor MSA in 1987 have resulted in increased employment in contract con-
struction. Comparing January to June of 1986 and 1987 (six-nnnth averages), employment in the construction industry 
increased l'l.8 percent, with 230 additional jobs created over the period. With a number of new major construction 
projects in the planning and developmental stages, continued employment growth in 1988 appears certain. 
I ,1 lw r J\lllrkl'I In J,m11n Ii 1111 !i,·n-ir e., ~ 
M AI N f D E'A"TM f N T OF 
J ~1!~. ~'~ ,n 8"REAU OFE•PLo,.ENTSECUm" CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE COUNTY 
Division ol Economic Analysis and Research 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE ~ UNE MPLOYMENT RATE 
COUNTY 1! Nov. 87 Oct. 87 Nov . 86 Nov. 87 Oct. 87 Nov. 86 Nov. 87 Oct. 87 
·- -
ANDROSCOGGIN . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 48,750 48,840 47,0 'i O 2,080 1,750 2,620 4.3 3.6 
AROOSTOOK . 40,620 41,220 37,500 2,740 2,160 2,700 6. 7 5.2 
CUMBERLAND .. .. . 138,410 140,040 128 ,640 2 ,800 2,630 2,760 2.0 1.9 
FRANKLIN . . . . . . . . . . 12,270 12,170 11,940 600 540 690 4. 9 4.4 
HANCOCK . 
. ..... ·· ·· · · ···· 
23,290 24,950 21,280 1,350 570 1,060 5.8 2.3 
KENNEBEC . 55 ,640 55,620 53,330 1,920 1,560 2,380 3.5 2.8 
KNOX . . . .. . . ... 16,630 16,960 14,710 450 340 620 2.7 2.0 
LINCOLN .. .. ..... . . . . 15,800 17,170 14, 100 590 300 560 3.7 1. 7 
OXFORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . 23,220 23,890 21,610 750 710 1,350 3.2 3.0 
PENOBSCOT . .. . .. . 65,640 65,930 63,360 2,360 2,290 3,350 3.6 3.5 
PISCATAQUIS . .. .. .. . . . . . . 7,990 7,870 7,960 360 290 500 4.5 3.7 
SAGADAHOC ...... . ..... .. . . .. .. 15,190 15,420 13,510 450 490 280 3.0 3.2 
SOMERSET . 24,440 24,690 22,920 1, 170 940 1,340 4.8 3.8 
WALDO . 
···· ········ 
12,140 12,740 11,680 610 520 770 5.0 4 .1 
WASHINGTON 14,290 14,020 13,320 1,050 940 1,000 7.3 6.7 
YORK . . . . . . . . . . 87 ,090 88,770 80, 790 1,690 1,580 2,560 1. 9 1.8 
11 Labor force. e~::- .:-,.,.,e~ t and unemp loyment data are no t se ason atl') a::: :u sted A 1 ' da ta are on a 01ace o f residen ce bas is ',le'Tlbe ' s of t~e a,"'ed fo rces are ec ~::::e::i 
[ Current al'ld as : .. ,.:c ~tn i ,gure s pre l1 m1rary: ye ar ago f igures rev ised 
TH ESE DATA A«E '.)!:, :;...CPEC' SY TH E MAIN E BUREAU OF EMPlDYMENT S ECURITY IN COCPEc~- (' ', \'ilT.< -HE U S 8 U"1 EAu OF LABOR S,AT'STICS 
STATISTICAL DATA SERIES:CCLF-11-87 
-
RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
No v 36 Nov. 87 Oct. 87 Nov. 86 
5.6 46,670 47 , 090 44,450 
7.2 37,880 39 ,060 34,800 
2.1 135,610 137 ,410 125,880 
5.8 11,670 11,630 11,250 
5.0 21,940 24,380 20,220 
4.5 53,720 54,060 50,950 
4.2 16,180 16,620 14,090 
4.0 15 ,210 16,870 13 ,540 
6.2 22,470 23,180 20,260 
5.3 63,280 63,640 60,010 
6.3 7,630 7,580 7,460 
2.1 14,740 14,930 13,230 
5.8 23, 270 23,750 21,580 
6.6 11,530 12,220 10,910 
7.5 13,240 13,080 12,320 
3.2 85,400 87,190 78,230 
Labor Market /'!formation Ser.-ices ]III 
